Gala raises funds for people
in need in Kolkata and Toronto

he Toronto Calcutta
Foundation's anmaal gl
eused funds and seareness
for causes it supports recently,

The Toronto Caleutea Foun-
dation (10F) 18 & non-profit orga-
nization and regstered charity
in Canada, working to alleviate
the poverty in Kolkara and sur-
rounding areas.

supporters gathered ar the
Hilton Garden Inn emoyed bars
of"oemrres, chnner and entertainment.
Master of Ceremonies Piva Chat-
topadhyay got the evening go-
ing, introducing guest speaker
Olivia Chow, Member of Par-
Lament.

Chow made a heartfelt appeal
to the guests to open their wallers
for the mitiatives funded by the
Foundaton, She quoted lnes from
a Rabendmnath Tagore poem:

1 e the wined £ without fear

Awd the bead 5 beld bigh

Where Enowiedge 75 free...

Tt thei heaven of freedom,

My fatber,

Lt ey coseniry amweke!

The lines apphed equally 1o
Canada, she sad.

This was followed by a soul-
ful reading of some of Tagoee’s
poems by Dr Ananya Mukh-
erjee-Reed.

Mhiss India Worldwade Canada,
Minu Jose, shared her experence
as a newcomer o Canada. She
said she has set up a scholarshup
for grls m Kerla, Indi, and
spoke of the imporance of em-
powenng puls Saswati Deb made
a presentaton on the Foundaton’s
work with underprivileged chald-
ren i Kolkata,

“Wework in three aoeas — health,
education and vocatonal tram-
g 5o our main objective was
o ruse awareness in these areas
aswellas mise money to fund these
actremmees,” sacd Uttam Chakra-
bart of ToF,

“We are lookmng atways w help
needy people here in Torono™

For more info, visit wow.
toronto-calcutta.org,

* TOF: Minu Jose, Olivia Chow, a
guest and Saswati Deb. MIDDLE:
Guests atthe TCF gala. BOTTOM:
Cozy in sweaters provided by TCF,
children at the Ghutiari Sharif School
in Kolkata, India.






